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SILVER BAY YMCA NEW CUTTING EDGE WASTE 

WATER SYSTEM UP AND RUNNING  
 

Silver Bay, NY:  The Silver Bay YMCA Conference and Family Retreat Center’s new 

Membrane Bioreactors (MBR) facility is operational with amazing results, Chief Executive 

Officer Steve Tamm announced. 

According to Tamm, Silver Bay started operation of its new MBR in late June 2019 and has 

since surpassed expectations.  

“A key part of our environmental mission is to ensure that we are good stewards of Lake 

George. Although our previous septic system was functioning, it was a 70+ year old system 

that we knew we needed to proactively move to modernize the system before there was a 

failure. What we now have invested in is tried-and-tested, cutting edge waste water 

technology that truly raises the bar for Lake George protection. Where a traditional septic 

system has the soils treat the effluent, our new MBR uses a natural biology process that 

yields crystal clear water no different than storm-water. Seeing the clear water come out 

after the process is truly extraordinary,” said Tamm.    

Walt Lender, Executive Director of Lake George Association and Silver Bay YMCA trustee, 

stated, “Many communities around Lake George are utilizing older wastewater treatment 

systems which need upgrading to keep up with greater usage. Silver Bay YMCA has really 

taken the lead in the Lake George Watershed to install an innovative and modern treatment 

plant in its effort to protect the lake and ensure that the campus sets an example for 

environmental stewardship.” 

 “A major concern all of us have for the Lake George basin is waste water contamination,” 

said David Wick, Executive Director of The Lake George Park Commission. “Silver Bay YMCA 

is taking a leadership role in proactively modernizing their waste water capabilities with 

proven modern technology. With their 700 acres and over 1 mile of Lake George shoreline, 

this is a major step forward in positive environmental stewardship.”  

“Protecting water quality is a top priority for the state, and the New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation is encouraged that Silver Bay YMCA has included technology 

in the upgrades to their waste water treatment system that exceeds requirements for water 

quality protection,” said New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Regional Director Bob Stegemann. “This is a significant commitment to protecting the 

waters of Lake George.” 



“Silver Bay’s investment in a state-of-the-science treatment facility is an investment in the 

future of Lake George,” added Eric Siy, Executive Director of The FUND for Lake George. 

“Reflective of their 116-year tradition of stewardship, Silver Bay has demonstrated a level of 

leadership that sets a standard for sustainable protection of our incredible resource and 

epitomizes the Silver Bay YMCA’s commitment to healthy living and social responsibility. We 

are proud to be working with Silver Bay as partners toward enduring protection of our 

beloved lake.” 

Cedarwood Engineering Services, a Warrensburg-based environmental engineering 

company, is the designer of the MBR system.   

Tom Suozzo, P.E. and owner of Cedarwood noted, "Membrane Bioreactors (MBR) are a 

proven treatment technology that produce a very clear filtered high-quality effluent.  This 

effluent exceeds the required groundwater discharge standards and also meets and exceeds 

NYSDEC intermittent stream standards, which are the most stringent standards set by the 

State”, noted Suozzo. “By producing such a high-quality effluent, MBR treatment is an 

excellent choice for wastewater treatment in the Lake George Drainage Basin where effluent 

subsurface infiltration is required as a means to protect the water quality of Lake George." 

The cost of the MBR system came to $3.5 million. To date, Silver Bay has raised $1 Million 

towards funding the new system and has applied for several private foundations for 

additional funding. New York State water protection monies are currently only available for 

municipalities, making Silver Bay ineligible. “Silver Bay is eagerly looking for partners to 

help fund the gap,” stated Tamm. “We have taken a leap of faith by proactively living out 

our mission. We are committed to lake protection and we are hopeful that there are others 

in the Lake George and greater Adirondack community that share our passion in protecting 

the pristine beauty of Lake George and who will help us fully fund this project.” 
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Note to the Editor: 

Silver Bay YMCA was founded in 1902 and is located in Silver Bay, NY, just minutes south of 

Hague, NY. Its 700 acre campus along one mile of Lake George shoreline offers a wide 

breadth of programs for all ages. Silver Bay YMCA presently employs 50 full-time staff 

members with a seasonal staff of 200. Silver Bay YMCA is consistently ranked one of the top 

ten family reunion sites in the country and is on the National Register of Historic Places with 

the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

 

As a mission based charity, Silver Bay YMCA offers outreach programs in addition to its core 

activities as a premier conference and family retreat center. Those activities include: 

 Silver Bay YMCA Teen Center in Ticonderoga (Free access for local teens) 

 Open Pathways (Access to Silver Bay YMCA for the underprivileged) 



 Youth and Government Program (covering Queensbury to Ticonderoga) 

 Cancer Respite Program (Free respite for local cancer patients) 

Military R and R Program (Free getaway for recently deployed veterans and their 

families) 

 Brookside Trinity Ministry (Free respite and sabbatical getaways for clergy) 

 Vacations Made Possible (Free getaways for local underprivileged families) 

 

Silver Bay YMCA has also won many outstanding awards and has been featured in several 

local and national media, including: 

 Best Resort (2015, 2017 & 2018) Adirondack Life Magazine 

 Best Venue for a Reunion (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018)  Adirondack Life Magazine 

 Best Venue for Family Reunions (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018) Unique Venues 

Magazine  

 New York Times - Travel Section: “Best 25 Beach Vacations”  May 2019; 

“Refuge and Renewal on Lake George”  September 2014 and “RITUALS; In Crossing 

a Lake, A Watershed Moment” August 2002. 

 Better Homes and Gardens – Top Ten Family Reunion locations (May 2014) 

 

MISSION: The mission of Silver Bay YMCA is to foster a lifelong sense of belonging, 

strengthen relationships, and nurture spirit, mind, and body for all. 

 

DESIRED IMPACT: Because of Silver Bay YMCA, personal and family bonds are stronger. 

People are more connected, respectful, and caring and have the confidence to develop to 

their fullest potential and impact the communities in which they live. They are inspired by 

the beauty of the landscape at Silver Bay and are better stewards of the environment.  

 

www.silverbay.org  
 

 

 


