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Silver Bay YMCA receives Y-USA grant for swim lessons 

Grant received by Silver Bay YMCA to help provide youth swim lessons 

Silver Bay – According to the American Red Cross every year in the United 

States an estimated 4,000 people die from unintentional drowning, which is 

an average of 11 deaths per day.   

 

Silver Bay YMCA has received a $5,000 2025 Youth Swim Lessons Grant 

from YMCA of the USA. This grant allows Silver Bay to provide swim lessons 

to youth, teaching them a vital life-saving skill.  

 

"Water safety is important everywhere, but especially important in our area 

where families are able to spend time at so many different bodies of water. 

The biggest piece of water safety is learning how to swim,” said Silver Bay 

YMCA Interim VP of Programs Chet Lastowski.  

 

“This grant makes it possible for Silver Bay YMCA to provide scholarships to 

families enrolling their children in swim lessons. We are excited to be able to 

make swim lessons more accessible to our community, and in turn, make 

our community safer in and around all of our amazing lakes."  

 

In 2024, Silver Bay YMCA was able to provide swim lessons to 224 youths. 

This grant allows Silver Bay to keep teaching life-saving skills to area youths 

and youths enrolled in Silver Camp, a day camp program run by Silver Bay 

YMCA.  

 



Silver Bay YMCA’s Aquatics Director Caleb Cutting stated, "I am honored to 

utilize this grant to offer a life-saving skill to children. Swim lessons provide 

not only an enjoyable experience but also present valuable challenges that 

foster confidence and skill development both in and around the water. We 

are optimistic that this initiative will allow us to expand our reach and 

provide this essential service to a larger segment of the community, helping 

more children acquire these vital skills." 

 

To learn more about Silver Bay YMCA or find out about swim lesson 

opportunities visit silverbay.org.  
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Swim Lessons – Swim lessons take place during a Silver Camp at Silver 

Bay YMCA.  

About Silver Bay YMCA: Silver Bay YMCA, founded in 1902, is in Silver 

Bay, NY, just minutes south of Hague. Its 700-acre campus along one mile 

of Lake George shoreline offers a breadth of programs for all ages. Silver 

Bay YMCA is consistently ranked one of the top ten family reunion sites in 

the country and is on the National Register of Historic Places with the U.S. 

Department of the Interior. As a mission-based charity, Silver Bay YMCA 

offers outreach programs in addition to its core activities as a premier 

conference and family retreat center. Learn more about Silver Bay at 

www.silverbay.org.  

Our MISSION: To cultivate relationships, strengthen communities and 

nurture spirit, mind and body for all.   

Our IMPACT: Because of Silver Bay YMCA, connections between people and 

family are stronger. People are more connected, respectful and caring. They 

have the confidence to develop to their full potential and to positively impact 

the communities in which they work and live. As a result, communities are 

more dynamic, comprehensive and varied. As stewards of Lake George, we 

http://www.silverbay.org/


inspire people to be stewards of the environment while they are visiting our 

magnificent campus and in their home communities.   


