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Urgent Care 
is Making It 
to the Top.
When bumps, bruises and 
sprains get in the way of 
enjoying life, we’ll get you 
back out there. Find an urgent 
care near you at: HHHN.org

We Protect Lake George, Together.

Bay-by-Bay, more and more people are taking direct 
actions on their properties to protect Lake George.

Each dot on this map represents a Lake George 
property owner who has signed up to become a  
Lake Protector.

By doing so, they’ll be receiving their own  
Personal Protection Plans and special access  
to the expertise of the LGA science and  
technical team.

Put yourself on the map:  
lakegeorgeassociation.org/protectors

Are you on  the map?

https://www.hhhn.org
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/protectors
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Lake George Village’s Board of 
Trustees has unanimously adopted a 
resolution cutting property owners’ 
tax bills by at least 35% every 
year into perpetuity – if, that is, 
the Village survives a September 
13 referendum to dissolve the 
125-year-old municipality and 
merge its assets with the town’s.

A draft “Interim Study of 
Dissolution,” delivered by the 
Albany-based consultants LaBerge 
Associates to Village officials on 
August 12 states that people owning 
property within the current bounds 
of Lake George Village could see 
their taxes drop by as much as 
32.5% if certain fiscal assumptions 
are used.

Blais acknowledged that the 
resolution adopted by the Board 
of Trustees on August 15 was 
motivated, at least in part, by 
their opposition to dissolution and 
perhaps to blunt the impact of the 
Interim Study. 

“The referendum deserves 
a ‘no’ vote,” said Blais, stating 
that residents have been given 
insufficient time to weigh the 
impacts of dissolution, discuss 
the pros and cons and consider 
alternatives. 

“It’s totally unfair for a report to 
be delivered four weeks in advance 
of a vote and to expect us, on the 
basis of that, to go to the polls and 
make fully-informed decisions 
about something that we, as of now, 
know nothing about,” said Blais.

While no one knows for certain 
how daily life would be affected 
by dissolution “what is certain is 
that many years of unparalleled 

cooperation between the Town and 
Village will end,” said Blais.

“Shared Services that have 
saved taxpayers far in excess of 
$400,000 annually will go away. 
Loyal employees will be affected, 
job duties changed and a decrease 
in service is possible. Village 
taxpayers’ sole ownership of a fire 
department, four parks, the sewer 
plant, water system and a Visitor 
Center will all go to the Town,” he 
stated. 

The resolution adopted August 15 
also commits Lake George Village 
to studying the relative advantages 
of municipal consolidation and other 
means of achieving efficiencies.

“Unlike the dissolution 
referendum, in which only registered 
voters living in the village have a 
say, this study would give residents 
of both the town and the village an 
opportunity to weigh in on the future 
of our community and ultimately, 

By Anthony F. Hall

Lake George Village Mayor Bob Blais reads a resolution on August 15 which 
he drafted, promising a 35% cut in property taxes should residents vote down 
a referendum to dissolve the village.  

Blais, Board, Offer Alternatives to Dissolution Matt Castelli: Elise Stefanik 
Undermines National Security Including 35% Annual Property Tax Cut

See ALTERNATIVES Page 4

U.S. Representative Elise 
Stefanik is using her office “to 
undermine the credibility and 
legitimacy of our federal law 
enforcement agencies, which are 
doing the jobs we ask them to 
do,” says Matt Castelli, the former 
CIA officer and National Security 
Council staffer who is seeking the 
Democratic nomination to oppose 
the four-term congresswoman in 
November.

Castelli’s remarks were made in 
response to Stefanik’s August 15 
announcement that she was “pressing 
(FBI) Director Christopher Wray on 
his use of government aircraft for 
personal travel as an illegal abuse of 
taxpayer funds.”

As reported by the Adirondack 
Daily Enterprise, Wray used an 
FBI jet to travel to the Adirondack 
Regional Airport at Lake Clear 
on August 4. Wray’s family has 
longstanding associations with the 
Adirondacks. 

“We want to make certain that 
government leaders entrusted with 
public resources are using them 
properly, but I don’t think this 
(particular investigation) is her job; 
it’s the purview of the judiciary 
committees,” said Castelli.

Stefanik’s attack on Christopher 
Wray was launched, coincidentally 
or not, shortly after the FBI began 
its investigation of Donald Trump’s 
misuse of classified documents.

“My constituents are deeply, 
deeply concerned about the 
politicization of the FBI and Biden’s 
Department of Justice,” Stefanik 
said on a right-wing media outlet on 
August 12.

Castelli said “the FBI executed 
a completely legitimate search 
warrant to retrieve national security 
documents, many of which were 
classified, containing information 
that could be used to threaten the 
security of the United States.”

Castelli said Stefanik’s defense 
of Trump’s disregard for the laws 
governing the handling of national 
records is consistent with her defense 
of Trump’s schemes to overturn the 
results of the 2020 elections.

“On January 6, our country 
was assaulted,” he said. “We need 
people who will put country and 
community above self-interest and 
above party. Elise Stefanik can’t 
seem to do that. On May 12, the 

Department of Defense briefed 
House Intelligence Committees 
on its plans for withdrawing from 
Afghanistan. Rep. Stefanik was not 
present. She was too busy ousting 
Liz Cheney from her leadership 
position.”

Castelli says he offers the voters 
an alternative.

“If I learned anything throughout 
my career, it is that protecting our 
country requires that we put country 
before party. My belief in that 
principle has never wavered,” he 
said.

A graduate of Sienna College, 
Georgetown’s School of Foreign 
Service and Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of 
Management, Castelli became a 
CIA officer after the attacks of 
September 11, 2001 and served in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

He later served as Director 
for Counterterrorism at President 
Obama’s National Security Council. 
The Trump administration asked 
Matt to remain in that position. 

In 2020, Castelli left government 
to work with a veteran-founded New 
York based technology company 
dedicated to eliminating barriers 
to health care for veterans, rural 
communities, and minorities.

The Democratic primary to 
choose the candidate to oppose 
Stefanik in November, in which 
Castelli faces Whitehall attorney 
Matt Putorti, will be held August 23. 
Polls open at 6 am and close at 9 pm.

By Anthony F. Hall

Congressional candidate Matt 
Castelli. Photo courtesy Washington 
County Democrats. 

Paul Pines, the novelist and poet 
who co-founded the Lake George 
Jazz Weekend and who curated 
every festival from 1985 until his 
death in 2018, will be memorialized 
with a tree, to be planted in Shepard 
Park, where the festival is usually 
held.  

Ceremonies are scheduled to take 
place during this year’s festival, 
which falls on September 16-18.

Pines, who had owned the Tin 
Palace, the jazz club at the epicenter 
of avant garde jazz in the 1970s, 
happened to be living in Glens 
Falls in 1984 when Lake George 
Arts Project executive director John 
Strong proposed a Lake George jazz 
festival.

“My intention was to go back to 
Belize and live as an expatriate, but 

I was willing to help. When I saw 
the set up, I knew I had never seen 
a better place for a jazz festival. It 

Shepard Park Tree to Honor Paul Pines

Open Swims are a LG Tradition 

Boating Safety Has Improved, Resulting 
in Fewer Incidents and Fatalities
Increased safety course enrollment credited 

By Anthony F. Hall
was magical,” Pines once told the 
Mirror. “The budget was limited, 
so I called in some favors. I still 
had some clout from my days as a 
club owner, and we managed to pull 
together a very decent festival.”

Pines, of course, did not return to 
Belize. 

“Before my Glens Falls gig 
ended, I met my wife, Carol, and my 
life was changed,” said Pines. 

So Pines became a permanent 
resident of Glens Falls, where he 
built a career as a writer, teacher and 
psychotherapist, as well as the jazz 
festival’s permanent curator.

Many of the musicians whom 
Pines invited to Lake George over 
the years were people he first met in 
his club on the Bowery. 

When they performed in Shepard 
Park, “I feel like I’ve come full 
circle; I see my past meeting my 
present,” Pines told us one year.

Paul Pines at the Lake George Arts 
Project’s Courthouse Gallery.

The 2022 Lake George Swims 
will be held in Hague on August 20, 
continuing a tradition of competitive, 
long-distance swimming that dates 
back to the Lake George Swim 
Marathon of 1927.

Edward Keating, a New York 
City man, was the only swimmer to 
complete the race and was awarded 
the grand prize of $5,000. 

The balance of the prize money 
was divided up among those who 
had made the best showing. 

“Lake George got onto the front 
pages of every newspaper in the 
nation and many foreign countries 
as well, and received millions of 
dollars worth of free publicity,” 
wrote Art Knight, the editor of the 
Lake George Mirror. 

350 swimmers from across the 
country are expected to compete in 
this year’s 2.5k, 5k and 10k swims; 

Edward Keating, right, reads 
congratulatory telegrams in Lake 
George following his first place finish 
in the 1927 Swim Marathon. He’s 
shown here with Lucy Diamond, 
among the women who entered the 
24-mile race. 

By Mirror Staff

the 10k is a National Championship 
event. Swimmers will depart Hague 
Beach starting at 7:45 am.

The U.S. Coast Guard’s latest 
2021 Recreational Boating Statistics 
Report revealed boating safety 
improved with a 15.4% drop in the 
fatality rate per 100,000 registered 
vessels since 2020 while incidents 
decreased by 15.7% to 4,439; total 
fatalities decreased by 14.2% to 
658; and total injuries decreased by 
17.2% to 2,641.

By Mirror Staff The improved metrics emerged 
as boating sales and boating 
participation figures reached historic 
high-water marks among first-time 
boat owners, including the 830,000 
who purchased during the 2020 and 
2021 pandemic.

“At the beginning of the 
pandemic sales were increasing, but 
in-person safety courses had to be 
discontinued for obvious reasons," 
said Jim Emmons, executive director 

of the Water Sports Foundation. 
But, Emmons said, “almost every 

boating safety course provider 
pivoted quickly and began offering 
their courses online utilizing 
virtual education technology. Many 
of the course providers shared 
with me directly that after they 
offered their courses online, they 
saw an attendance spike in their 
enrollments.”

See BOATING Page 15
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SPECIALIZING IN LARGE AND DANGEROUS TREES

•  CRANE & BUCKET RENTAL
•  PRUNING
•  LAND & LOT CLEARING

PROFESSIONAL TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

AFFORDABLE  |  RELIABLE
 FULLY INSURED  |  FREE ESTIMATES

LAKE GEORGE
(518) 668-9601

www.highpeakstreeremoval.com

SARATOGA
(518) 583-9604

Dealers, Installers & Fabricators 
Of all types of Elevators & Lifts
Bolton Landing, New York  518-644-2831

Sag Harbor, New York 631-725-0198

northernliftselevator@yahoo.com  | www.northernliftselevator.com

ALGONQUIN
THE

Open Daily

4770 LAKE SHORE DRIVE, BOLTON LANDING, NY  |  518 644 9442  |  THEALGONQUIN.COM

11:30 to 9:30

Join us for chef-curated specials, outdoor entertainment,
new apparel, and the best of waterfront dining on Lake George!

August 22
WEST SIDE STORY

Bernstein’s masterpiece, 
reimagined by Steven Spielberg

7:30 pm      FREE

The Sembrich.org         

4800 Lake Shore Drive 
Bolton Landing, NY

518-644-2431

Sembrich
Film Series

the chance to exercise their right to 
vote,” said Blais.

The resolution states that the 
study would be completed before 
March, 32023, when the Village’s 
next election for the offices of 
Mayor and Trustees are held.

“This resolution is a sensible 
and a practical alternative to 
dissolution,” said Blais “It requires 
us to provide an investment that will 
lower village taxes right now, and 
it would enable us to continue the 
excellent, co-operative relationship 
with the town, sharing a variety of 
services.”

According to Blais, property 
taxes would be offset in the 2022-23 
budget by a $3 million fund derived 
from parking revenues.

Blais said the funds were put 
aside two years ago to cover 
unexpected costs associated with 
the construction of the $24 million 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

“Our size of our grants exceeded 
expectation by over $5.4M, the 
plant was brought in on budget 
and we have covered the additional 

maintenance in our 2022-2023 
budget,” he stated. 

That same source of funds would 
offset property taxes in the future, 
he said.

Blais also said he expected 
criticism that funds had never been 
used to reduce property taxes in the 
past. 

“My response would be, ‘we 
never had this money in the past,’” 
he said.  

In 2021, Lake George Village 
doubled the costs of parking in its 
lots and on its streets from $1 to $2 
per hour. 

That year, it collected roughly 
$1.4 million in parking fees, up 
from $850,000 the previous year. 

(As of mid-summer, parking 
revenues are $75,499 higher than 
they were last year at this time, 
Blais told the Board at its August 15 
meeting.

“This money is put aside in a 
separate account to be used for a 
rainy day, and that rainy day has 
arrived,” said Blais. 

A citizens’ committee appointed 
to work with the LaBerge Group on 
the referendum will meet on August 
22 to discuss the Interim Report.

from page 3

Blais, Board, Offer 
Alternatives to Dissolution

Additional meetings will be held 
September 7 and September 12, one 
day before the referendum. 

Should the September 13 
referendum pass, the Boards of the 
Village and Town will have 180 
days to create a final dissolution 
plan, which would specify how 
employees’ positions would be 
treated, how assets such as buildings 

and equipment would be disposed 
of, how residents would receive 
water, sewer and fire protection 
services and how those services 
would be funded. 

Once the boards approve that 
plan, there is no guarantee that 
residents of either the Village or 
the Town can alter the result, Ben 
Snyden of the LaBerge Group told 

Village and Town residents at a June 
27 meeting.

“That makes the vote on 
September 13 even more important,” 
said Snyden.

“It’s not easy to shut down a 
village,” said Snyden.

“There are so many things 
managed from a Village Hall, from 
parking meters and water bills to a 
hundred years of documents. You 
don’t just turn off the lights, leave 
the keys and say ‘it’s your problem 
now.’”

View of Lake George Village.

https://highpeakstreeremoval.com
https://www.northernliftselevator.com
https://www.thesembrich.org
https://lakegeorgechamber.com/businesses/rebecca-herrick-cpa/
https://local.demandforce.com/b/drmilzadds
https://sumptuoussettingsantiques.com
https://www.thealgonquin.com
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I spent my last year of high 
school at a day school in Brooklyn 
Heights named Saint Ann’s.

Across the street was the church 
with which the school was loosely 
affiliated – the Church of Saint Ann 
and the Holy Trinity.

I don’t think I entered the grand 
though deteriorating Gothic Revival 
church for any reason other than to 
take part in my class’s graduation 
ceremonies – though I later came to 
know it as a peerless concert venue. 
(In some circles, it’s best known 
as the hall where an unknown Jeff 
Buckley launched his tragically 
short career with a tribute to his late 
father, the folk singer Tim Buckley.) 

I wish I had found reasons to visit 
the church more often. I would have 
introduced myself to its assisting 
priest, the Rev. W. Howard Melish, 
a leftist activist who had written 
articles for the Daily Worker, the 
newspaper edited by my father in 
the 1940s and 50s.

And we could have talked about 
Lake George.

In 1904, Lake George summer 
resident George Foster Peabody 
recruited Melish’s father, the 
Reverend J. Howard Melish, to be 
rector of Holy Trinity (as the church 
was then known), a post he would 
retain until 1949. 

Peabody, who was a pillar of the 
church, bought a cottage on Lake 
George for Rev. Melish and his wife, 
the former Marguerite McComas of 
Cincinnati, and their two sons.  

The house, decorated, it is said, 
by Katrina Trask (whose funeral 
services, by the way, were conducted 
by Rev. Melish at Holy Trinity in 
1922), was located in Lake George 
Village on a site now occupied 
by Scotty’s motel and Scrimshaw 
Estates. 

According to local historian Bill 
Gates, someone set fire to the house 
in the 1970s. 

A Swedish nanny whom the 
Melishes brought with them to 

Lake George, Anna Christina 
Forsell, married another Swedish 
immigrant, Emil Strand. Strand, of 
course, was superintendent of the 
Lake George Club for fifty years 
and the couple became Lake George 
residents, living in the building 
on Club grounds known today as 
Strand Cottage.

During his years on Lake George, 
Reverend J. Howard Melish was a 
controversial figure, allied with 
John Apperson, Irving Langmuir, 
Kenneth Reynolds and others in the 
effort to force the mill at the foot 

By Anthony F. Hall

The Millionaires and the Ministers 
At the center of a Lake George circle that encompassed the Peabodys and 
the Trasks was the controversial Brooklyn cleric, the Rev. J. Howard Melish

of the lake to stop manipulating 
the lake’s water levels for its own 
benefit. 

The water levels at his own 
home, he said, were so low he was 
deprived of the use of his boat and 
docks. 

(The controversy about the dams 
at the foot of the lake and their 
effects on lake levels had been 
percolating for 200 years – the first 
dam was built in 1798.) 

However controversial Rev. 
Melish was on Lake George, he 

See MINISTERS Page 18

A: The Rev. Dr. John Howard Melish (left) wth his son, the Rev. W. Howard 
Melish, whose  left-wing “outside activities” moved the Church of the Holy 
Trinity vestry to oust both from their posts. Photographed in Brooklyn 
Heights, 1949. B: George Foster Peabody. C: Brooklyn Heights: Saint Ann’s 
School, left, and Saint Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, right. D: The Melish 
house in Lake George Village, sometime after 1928. Photo by Fred Thatcher, 
courtesy of the Historical Society of the Town of Bolton. 
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https://thedockdoctors.com
https://www.mountainmotorsmarine.com
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“Much of Warren County is considered abnormally dry and 
nearing drought conditions,” Warren County’s Office of Public 
Affairs stated August 15. On August 16, Governor Kathy Hochul 
announced that she had directed the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to issue an expanded drought watch for sections of 
the Adirondacks that include Warren County. 

According Environmental Conservation Commissioner Basil 
Seggos, "This year's below normal precipitation and above-normal 
temperatures continue to combine to exacerbate low stream flows, 
reduced groundwater levels, and ongoing wildfire risk.” But heat 
and drought not only pose risks to the environment. They endanger 
human health. 

On August 4, Warren County’s Office of Emergency Services 
distributed 420 free cases of water to help residents combat the 
effects of extreme heat on their health and even their lives.  

According to the Pew Charitable Trust, heat deaths in the United 
States are severely undercounted, with some studies putting the 
actual total at thousands each year. Climate change, in other words, 
is affecting nearly every aspect of public health.  

The Inflation Reduction Act, which President Joe Biden signed 
August 16, may prove, literally, to be a life saver.  

According to Peter Bauer, executive director of Protect the 
Adirondacks, “the centerpiece of this legislation is more than 100 
programs with grants and incentives aimed at reducing Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions, which marks the first national response in American 
history to combat climate change.” 

The legislative package will shape American climate change and 
environmental policy for the next decade, said Bauer.

That said, Federal investment in climate and health is still an 
urgent need. 

Last month, The Washington Post reported that the Office 
of Climate Change and Health Equity, a new office within the 
Department of Health and Human Services, had not been funded 
by Congress, more than a year after President Biden established it 
via executive order.

According to the Pew Charitable Trust, public health leaders 
across the country are still waiting to hear whether they will get 
additional money under the Inflation Reduction Act to address 
climate change and public health. 

Correction
In last week’s issue, we reported that the Lake George Park 

Commission’s draft onsite wastewater system inspection regulations 
stipulate that septic systems within 500 feet of the Lake George shore 
and 100 feet of major tributaries will be inspected once every five 
years and that commercial systems will receive annual inspections. 
That is incorrect. Both residential and commercial systems will 
be inspected once every five years. The only difference in the way 
the two types of systems are treated is in the costs of inspections. 
Inspections of residential systems will cost $50, commercial 
systems, $100.

Climate Change and Public Health 

Reach us at
 news@lakegeorgemirror.com

Sign up now at: 

lakegeorgeassociation.org/lake-protector

Become a Lake Protector

We Protect 
Lake George, 
Together!

Best known for promoting the 
recreational use of the Adirondack 
Forest Preserve, the Adirondack 
Mountain Club (ADK) has also 
been, at times at least, an influential 
advocate for preserving portions of 
the Adirondacks as wilderness, from 
which all traces of man have been 
erased.

That aspect of ADK’s advocacy 
was, to some extent, recognized in the 
100th anniversary commemorations 
of the organization’s founding in 
1922.

ADK’s stewardship is on display 
at The Adirondack History Museum 
which has mounted an exhibit about 
the Club’s history.

(Presumably, the antisemitism 
of ADK members, which blocked 
the renaming of Mount Dix in Bob 
Marshall’s honor in 1928, has been 
omitted.)

And in a joint resolution 
sponsored by Senator Dan Stec 
and Assemblyman Matt Simpson, 
the New York State legislature 
acknowledged that ADK “teaches 
people how to explore and protect 
New York’s public lands and 
waters” through educational 
outreach, stewardship programs, 
and trail work.

But the resolution also recognized 
that the ADK works “to protect New 
York’s public lands and waters.” Or 
at least it had in the past. 

In the late 1950s, ADK’s 
Conservation Committee supported 
the recommendations of the state’s 
Joint Legislative Committee on 
Natural Resources to preserve 
sections of the Adirondacks Forest 
Preserve as wilderness.

Indeed, according to Brad 
Edmondson’s “A Wild Idea: How 
the Environmental Movement 
Tamed the Adirondacks,” field 
trips organized by ADK helped 
persuade the Joint Committee’s 
new chairman, Assemblyman J. 
Watson Pomeroy, of the benefits of 
wilderness.

The chairman of ADK’s 
Conservation Committee, David 
L. Newhouse, believed that the 
greatest threat to wilderness lay in 
the aggrandizement of recreation 
– instigated by the Conservation 
Department and its successor, the 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 

“The Department of 
Environmental Conservation,” he 
wrote in 1970 to David Sive, an old 

friend and the nation’s preeminent 
environmental attorney, “is 
constructing a definition of ‘forever 
wild’ in which there is little wildness 
and less wilderness.” 

Not long after Newhouse wrote 
to Sive, he discovered the DEC had 
cut at least 125 trees deep within 
the Forest Preserve to create a 
snowmobile trail.

In Newhouse’s view, that action 
violated the rule that wild forest 
recreation is permitted (short of 
constitutional amendments) only if 
“no material degree of timber” is 
removed, as the Court of Appeals 
held in 1932.

Somehow, the original intent of 
the “Forever Wild” clause had to be 
reaffirmed and wildness restored to 
the Adirondack wilderness. In 1970, 
Newhouse believed the Temporary 
Study Commission on the Future 
of the Adirondacks was in the best 
position to do this.  

“The Commission could 
accomplish this by re-enforcing the 
meaning of Forever Wild, using the 
words of Judge Harold J. Hinman,” 
wrote Newhouse.

(In 1932, Judge Hinman wrote 
“We must preserve the Adirondack 
Forest Preserve in its wild state, 
its trees, its rocks, its streams. It 
must always retain the character of 
wilderness.”)

When the Temporary Study 
Commission released its 
recommendations in January 1971, 
it did reaffirm the significance of 
wilderness and of the wilderness 
experience.

“No better method exists to 
assure continued resource protection 

than Article XIV,” the Commission 
stated. “In this age of environmental 
concern, what could be more 
appropriate than a reaffirmation 
of New York’s unparalleled 
conservation tradition?”

As George Davis, the staff 
member who would later win a 
MacArthur ‘genius’ grant for his 
work on behalf of environmental 
protection, wrote in an essay for 
Commission members: “as originally 
conceived… the Adirondack Park 
was a planned scheme to prevent 
the loss of some quality of wildness, 
a thing of big trees, bears, beavers, 
hermit thrushes and scarlet tanagers 
as opposed to slashings, lawns and 
English sparrows.” 

When Newhouse wrote Sive in 
September, 1970, he was unaware 
the Commission was discussing a 
proposal to create a regional land 
use agency, one that would have 
authority not only over private lands 
but over the public, state-owned 
Forest Preserve as well.

That authority could, at least 
in theory, protect the Adirondack 
wilderness from the DEC’s goals 
and  policies far more effectively 
than an affirmation of the values of 
the Forever Wild clause. 

Unfortunately, The New York 
legislature gave the DEC shared 
responsibility with the APA for 
managing public lands.

It’s also unfortunate that ADK 
chose to side with the DEC in 
the 2013 case of “Protect the 
Adirondacks! Inc. vs. NYS 
Department of Environmental 

By Anthony F. Hall

Assemblyman R. Watson Pomeroy (left) explains a map of the Forest 
Preserve with some sections classified as wilderness to ADK leaders at an 
ADK meeting in Albany in May, 1961. 

Adirondack Mountain Club: 
Not Always Peak Baggers 

OPINION

See CLUB Page 11

mailto:news@lakegeorgemirror.com
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/user/register
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Contact Rhonda Reynolds 
           518-469-1992 

1st time available in 28 yrs. Coveted & rarely 
offered Association, situated on a wooded, 
level one acre lot. Includes extremely desir-
able lakefront with ample protected dock. 724 
ft of lakeshore!! Protected cove, private island 
with gorgeous views of both Tongue & Buck 
Mountains. Level lakefront lawn with private 
sandy shallow beach.  

           Homer Point/Bolton Landing / Lake Lake  
Front 

 

 

(518) 793-6628 
699 Upper Glen Street, Queensbury 

 
(518) 668-9557 

3090 Lake Shore Drive, Lake George 

Visit bhhsblake.com For Complete Listing And Additional Photos 

MLS# 202223706 
Unique Site! Won't Last!  

20 Duell Hill Rd.  Brant Lake, NY 12815

New and Used boats for sale 
New builds & Restoration • Storage

US Representative Elise Stefanik 
is the highest-ranking official yet 
to accept Lake George Village 
Mayor Bob Blais’ invitation to help 
dedicate its new $24 million, state-
of-the-art wastewater treatment 
plant on Wednesday, August 24.

Ceremonies are scheduled to start 
at 11 am, to be followed by guided 
public tours of the plant. Tours will 
also be offered on Saturday, August 
27 at 10 am.

As of August 15, Mayor Blais 
was hopeful that New York State 
Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Basil Seggos might 
attend.

Ordered by the DEC to improve or 
replace its New Deal-era wastewater 
treatment system in 2019, the costs 
of the plant were defrayed by a $9.4 
million state grant announced in 
January, 2020.

Blais said neither Governor 
Kathy Hochul nor US Senator 
Chuck Schumer responded to 
invitations to attend the event. 

Both Schumer and Stefanik took 
credit for securing a $500,000 grant 
for the wastewater treatment plant

The grant is the first awarded 
by the Northern Border Regional 
Commission (NRBC) to Warren 
County, which only recently became 
eligible for funding from that 
particular source.

The Commission was 
established in 2008 as a Federal-
State partnership to direct funds 
to local economic and community 
development projects in the rural 
and distressed parts of the northeast. 

Warren County’s Board of 
Supervisors has also committed 
funds, agreeing to contribute 
$75,000 per year over the next 
ten years to help service the debt 
incurred by the Village to construct 
the plant. 

Board chair Kevin Geraghty, 
acting Administrator Craig Leggett 
and Lake George Supervisor Dennis 
Dickinson will be among the 
speakers. 

The Town of Lake George’s 
Caldwell Sewer District also utilizes 
the plant and contributes almost half 
of the debt and annual maintenance.

State Senator Dan Stec, 
Assemblyman Matt Simpson, and 
LGA chairman Jeff Killeen are also 
scheduled to speak.

Taylor Syvertsen, the ninth-
grade student at Lake George 
Jr.-Sr. High School who won the 
poetry competition to help celebrate 
“the Queen of American Lakes,” 
will read her poem at the plant’s 
dedication.

Mayor Blais said the new 
wastewater treatment plant is the 
only one of its kind to be built in 
New York State within the past year.

“We're very proud of that,” he 
said.

According to Waterkeeper 
Chris Navitsky, who conducted a 
17-month long study of the original 
plant’s impacts on water quality, 
that facility was the primary source 
of elevated levels of nitrogen in the 
lake’s south basin and the single, 
largest influence on the water quality 
in the West Brook watershed.  

Elise Stefanik to Speak at Dedication of 
LG Village Wastewater Treatment Plant 

By Anthony F. Hall

In 2019, U.S. Rep. Elise Stefanik came to Lake George Village to announce 
that a $500,000 federal grant had been awarded to help fund the construction 
of the new wastewater treatment plant. Walt Lender, Mayor Bob Blais and 
Eric Siy appear behind her in this 2019 Mirror file photo by Thom Randall.

Excessive levels of nitrates, 
Navitsky said, stimulate the growth 
of weeds and algae and can endanger 
fish life, the quality of drinking 
water, recreation and even human 
health. 

Denitrification, or the reduction 
of nitrogen in the effluent, drove the 
design of the new plant, he said. 

Now that the new plant is fully 
operational, nitrate discharges will 
sink to acceptable levels.

“Over time, you’ll see gradual 
improvements that will slow the 
deterioration of water quality in 
West Brook and in the lake’s south 
basin,” said Navitsky. 

“Replacing this plant was the 
missing piece in the giant puzzle of 
lasting lake protection,” said Eric 
Siy, president of the Lake George 

Association.  “The old plant was the 
single largest source of a pollutant 
increasingly connected to the 
development of toxic algal blooms.”

The plant provides economic as 
well as environmental benefits, said 
Eric Siy. 

In 2015, Lake George Village 
adopted a one-year moratorium on 
new construction to reduce pressure 
on the wastewater treatment plant.

That was done at the urging of 
Waterkeeper Chris Navitsky, who 
proposed similar measures for the 
Caldwell Sewer District a year later.

With the completion of the new 
plant, Navitsky said March 1, “the 
economy can expand.”

“The old plant was holding 
growth back, because it couldn’t 
manage it,” he said. 

“So, while it’s clear that the new 
plant is good for the environment, 
it’s also good for the economy. As 
we often say, the economy and the 

environment are two sides of the 
same coin,” he said.

“This is cause for great 
celebration,” said Eric Siy.    

http://www.garwoodcustomboats.com/
https://www.adirondackfoundation.org
https://www.aprealellc.com
http://www.theyorkteam.com/
https://www.trouthouse.com
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August 20, 11 am - 2 pm
@ Up Yonda Farm 

5239 Lake Shore Dr, Bolton Landing 

Join us for the LGLC’s Annual Meeting with  
a recap of the year’s conservation efforts,

PLUS:
 Live Music by High Peaks Bluegrass  

 Tres Mijas Food Truck 

 Lawn Games, Crafts & Activities   
Guided Hike  Raptors with Nancy Kimball  

 NYS DEC Educational Table 

Annual MeetingAND
BLOCK PARTY

 Free  Family-Friendly  

No RSVP required. 
Info at: LGLC.org/events

The oldest regional antique and 
classic boat show returns to the 
Lake George Village August 27. 

The Lake George Rendezvous 
of the Adirondack Chapter of the 
Antique and Classic Boat Society 
(ACBS) will take place at the Lake 
George Village docks on Saturday, 
August 27 from 10 am to 4 pm. 

This boat show is organized by 
one of ACBS’s founding chapters.

Now in its 48th year, this free 
boat show is adding a “sneak-peek” 
preview on Friday, August 26 at 
the Bolton Landing Town Docks in 
Rogers Memorial Park.  

The preview show will begin at 9 
am and the display of boats, both in 

the water and on land, will run until 
noon at the Rogers Park docks. 

Of special interest, the Bixby 
family’s 1896 Elco launch, the 
St. Louis, will be on display. The 
36-foot electric launch just came 
off a complete 2-year restoration 
by Tumblehome Boatshop of 
Warrensburg. Also on display will 
be a 29-foot Gar Wood “Baby Gar” 
owned by a Bolton resident as well 
as several other local boats.

An additional on-land preview 
of the show will be held Friday 
afternoon from 3-5 pm on Lake 
George Village’s Beach Road 
featuring trailered boats. The 
principal gathering will be at the 
Lake George Village public docks 
on Beach Road, Saturday, Aug 27 
from 10 am to 4 pm. All three events 

are free and open to the public.
On display will be antique, 

historic, and classic boats from the 
early 20th century through today. 
Deeply varnished mahogany, 
polished chrome and rubbed bronze 
in the sun; the smells of clean 
Adirondack water, wood and leather 
and the sound of powerful antique 
and modern engines rumbling at the 
docks and roaring underway offer a 
dazzling display of American boat 
building.

Bring the family to see some rare, 
restored award-winners, including 
mahogany speedboat runabouts, 
early double-ended launches, 
classic Chris-Crafts - celebrating 
their 100th Anniversary this year - 
Hacker-Crafts, Gar Woods, early 
outboards and even classic, restored 
fiberglass models. 

“Additionally, we anticipate race 
boats will be on display as well, 
in celebration of the 100th year 
Anniversary of the race boat “El 
Lagarto”,” said chapter member Ed 

Becker. “Matt Emmens’ replica “El 
Lagarto” will be in the water at the 
show.”

Children are invited to take a free 
ride around the boat show waterfront 
in “Adironduck,” a 1950s Chris-
Craft 10' Racing Pram powered 
by a vintage Evinrude outboard 
engine. The “Adironduck” is a 
wooden kit-boat built in 2007 by a 
group of junior-high students under 
the direction of current chapter 
president Neil Satterly.  Chapter 
members will take turns offering 
rides to young spectators in the boat 
throughout the day.             

 Land displays and tents set up 
by boating-related vendors and 
Lake George environmental groups 
will provide added information and 
interest to a pleasant shoreline stroll.  
“We will once again have food and 
dessert trucks, the Triumph and 
Ford Model T car clubs will have 
vintage cars on display as well,” 
Becker said.

The Adirondack Chapter's own 

Ship's Store will sell boat-themed 
shirts, hats, posters and other items. 
Visitors are encouraged to vote for 
their favorite boat by picking up a 
ballot at either the Ship's Store or 
the show registration table. 

According to the chapter’s press 
release, there will be a boat parade 
starting at 3 pm.  As the boats pass 
the docks they will be announced by 
name and a brief description of the 
boat will be given.  Spectators will 
get to see the boats in action during 
the fly-by.

The ACBS began on Lake George 
in 1975 and today the organization 
has grown to over 55 chapters all 
across the United States and Canada 
with 8,000 members. For more 
information visit their website acbs-
adc.org.

Above: The St. Louis at the Bolton Landing docks, 2018. Right: The St. Louis behind the McGuffy, 2018. Photos by Crown Focus Media, courtesy of Tumblehome Boatshop. 

By Buzz Lamb

Aug. 26: Lake George Rendezvous’s Bolton Landing Sneak Preview

Fellswater, Boston's dynamic 
Celtic music ensemble closes The 
Sembrich’s 2022 World Music 
Wednesday series on Wednesday, 
August 24 at 2 pm.

“Performing in a wide range 
of musical styles, from traditional 
to modern compositions, this 
lively ensemble brings energy and 
buoyancy to works drawn from 
the heritage of the Celtic world, in 
particular, from Scotland, Ireland, 
Brittany, Galicia, and Canada,” says 
Artistic Director Richard Wargo.

Formed in late 2008, Fellswater 
has delighted audiences at New 
Hampshire Highland Games, Maine 
Highland Games, Blackstone River 
Theatre, Boston Celtic Music Fest, 
Colonial Williamsburg, and the 
Backroom at the Burren concert 
series.  The band has had two 
overseas tours: Canada in 2015 to 
perform in the Royal Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo and Scotland in 
2018 to perform in the prestigious 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 

This event will take place 
outdoors under The Sembrich’s 
lakeside performance tent. Tickets 
are $30 and can be purchased online 
at TheSembrich.org/festival or by 
calling (518) 644-2431. 

The Sembrich is located at 4800 
Lake Shore Drive, Bolton Landing, 
NY 12814

For more information, visit 
www.TheSembrich.org or contact 
us at (518) 644-2431 or Office@
TheSembrich.org

Celtic Music 
Ensemble in 

Bolton Landing

https://lglc.org/events/
https://www.eljen.com
https://www.chicsmarina.com
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Chestertown Photographer 
to be Celebrated in Exhibit
By Thom Randall 

SPECIAL TO THE LAKE GEORGE MIRROR

Itsuzo Sumy emigrated to the 
U. S. from Japan in 1922, and ten 
years later settled in Chestertown, 
opening a souvenir shop and a photo 
studio. Over the next 38 years, he 
chronicled the lives of local people 
in their work, recreation, leisure, 
and special occasions. 

He recorded community 
events, sports, school activities, 
weddings, fires, business openings 
and Adirondack landscapes, and 
created insightful portraits of three 
generations of local residents.

Sumy meticulously identified 
each of 38,000-plus negatives and 
5,000 or so photos that are now in 
the historical society's possession, 
creating a comprehensive yet 
intimate and endearing chronicle of 
small-town life that is unequaled in 
northeastern New York.

On Saturday, Aug. 20 and 
Sunday, Aug. 21, the Town of 
Chester Historical Society will 
present an exhibit of 350 original 
photos created by Itsuzo Sumy in 
the Town of Chester Municipal 

Center.
The event includes a presentation 

at 11 am on Saturday by Leigh 
Stevenson Cobb, whose family was 
one of the many who befriended 
Sumy when he arrived in their rural 
town.

Cobb is the author of the 
illustrated book titled “Itsuzo Sumu: 
Historian with a Camera.”

Although anti-Japanese 
sentiment existed elsewhere in the 
U.S. from the early 1900s through 
the late 1940s, Sumy was friends 
with many Chestertown families. 
Through his career, he became ever-
more embraced by his community 
because of his work depicting local 
life.

After the World War II Pearl 
Harbor attack, Japanese-born 
American citizens were under 
suspicion. Glenn Pearsall of 
Johnsburg noted that Sumy was one 
of those that the U.S. government 
targeted. Pearsall's parents and 
grandparents knew Sumy.

"One day, unannounced, the 
FBI arrived in town to take Mr. 
Sumy to an internment center. The 
fear was with all his photography 

equipment he might take pictures of 
military preparedness that would be 
of value to the Japanese," Pearsall 
said, relaying what his parents and 
grandparents told him. "The local 
residents protested and demanded 
he be released -- They signed a 
letter personally vouching for his 
allegiance to the United States and 
guaranteeing that he would not 
cause any problems."

Pearsall added that the 
FBI deferred to their protests, 
but confiscated all of Sumy's 
photography equipment. Afterwards, 
people from Chestertown and 
nearby communities got together 
and bought him new cameras, he 
said.

During the war, according to 
Chester historical archives, Sumy 
took fewer photographs, but he did 
take portraits of area soldiers going 
off to war.

Sumy's enduring impact on 
Chestertown's community life 
and culture has prompted Chester 
Town Board member Chris Aiken 
to propose designating an annual 
"Itsuzo Sumy Day."

This exhibit launches a long-term 

Clockwise from top left: Sumy with friends at the lunch counter. Reading the 
news on the steps of the market. The Carol Theater. Chestertown neighbors.

project of the Historical Society to 
digitize all of Sumy’s negatives and 
photos, Society president Bernie 
McCann said. The photographs 
will be online, accompanied by 
full identification and published 
on the New York Heritage Digital 
Collections website.

Sumy photographed virtually 
every event that took place from the 
mid-1930s through 1969, McCann 
said.

“This collection is so rich, and 
we want to make it available for 
future generations,” he said.

During the Aug. 20-21 exhibit, 

docents will offer information on 
the photos. For those unable to walk 
through two stories of hallways, a 
PowerPoint slide show of all 350 
photographs will be shown in the 
center’s board room.

Copies of the photos will 
be available with a reasonable 
donation, McCann said.

“In essence, Itsuzo Sumy 
chronicled the life of this community 
for almost four decades,” he said. 
“I expect this exhibit will be a 
memorable event for residents of 
Chestertown and the surrounding 
communities.”

https://www.adirondackcouncil.org
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-The fad at Hague is bathing. The young 
ladies have followed their brothers, lovers 
and husbands into the water and the result 
is some very pretty exhibitions of swimming 
and attempts to swim. Some of the costumes 
are charming, at least that is what one of the 
young men at Hague told me as a great secret 
this week. And then, said he, “that is not 
all. Not only are the costumes charming, but 
the girls, oh the girls, they are simply great.” 
-One of the prettiest little ladies at Hague is 
petite Miss Clare Newman, of Brooklyn, who 
is summering at the Rising house with her 
mother, Mrs. Newman. Miss Clare is a medium 
blonde, very lovely in face, figure and manner. 
The boys say that she is a graceful 
dancer and also rows well and is 
a capital swimmer, and is, by the 
way, the owner of a natty bathing 
suit. The young lady is a universal 
favorite and is well liked by the 
young men, and strange as it may 
seem, by the girls as well.

-Society was well represented in 
the yachting party which started 
from the Kattskill house and Trout 
Pavilion Wednesday morning. 
Those who enjoyed the trip were 
from New York, Philadelphia, 
Brooklyn and Richmond. After a fine luncheon 
at Baldwin, the party returned to the head of 
the lake. Mr. Mason, an excellent performer 
on the banjo, favored the excursionists with 
several classical selections. Mrs. Wetmore, by 
her wit and good natured 

-Monday night, August 12, Silver Bay was 
the scene of great excitement as a cake walk 
was given. All taking part were masked, and so 
completely disguised that few mothers knew 
their own daughters or sons. The costumes were 
good, and the whole thing a brilliant success. 
Dancing followed the walk.  -A straw ride was 
taken by sixteen of the young people of Silver 
Bay last Wednesday night. After the ride, the 
load was landed at Miss Wilson’s studio, where 
she gave a midnight spread to her hungry guests. 

-Large disks of thick pasteboard have been 
placed at the various hotels at Hague bearing 
the inscription calling attention to the fact that 
at Camp Inn will be held an entertainment for 
the benefit of Elder Dean’s church, on which 
occasion Mrs. Jolly’s Hague works, fearfully, 
wonderfully, frightfully and magnificently made, 
will be exhibited. 

-On Saturday, while out rowing with his young 
son, F. W. Hoffman threw out his line in front of 
the Hundred Island house dock and succeeded 
in landing a four and one-half pound bass, 
which was in due time turned over to the chef 
for supper. Mr. Hoffman boarded the first boat 
for Albany to replenish his already elaborate 

stock of fishing tackle. When 
he returns on Friday the fish will 
have plenty of tempting bait to 
choose from. We expect to hear 
of wonderful catches. 

-Mrs. Posey, of Philadelphia, 
lost her purse on the lawn of the 
Sagamore Sunday, containing 
two hundred dollars. It was 
returned to her, contents intact, 
by the head bellman, Mr. 
Wright. Two hundred dollars 
was a strong temptation to place 
before a man in Mr. Wright’s 

position, but his honesty was proof and he 
evinced no other wish or desire but to return the 
purse to its rightful owner. Such honesty is to be 
commended. 

-Arrangements are being made for a large and 
elaborate fancy dress ball to be given at the 
Fort William Henry on Wednesday evening. 
This has been received with enthusiasm by the 
guests of the hotel, and it is expected that a large 
number will participate. The costumes will be 
exceedingly handsome and historically correct. 
There is some talk of holding it on the grand 
piazza. Manager Johnston is heartily in favor of 
the scheme, and his efforts in the matter ensure 
the success of the dance. 

Lake George, N. Y., August 17, 1895.  

SANDWICHES   •   SUBS   •   WRAPS  •  BAGELS 

4923 Lake Shore Drive, Bolton Landing 
OPEN DAILY   •   (518) 644-2561 

More than 30 years of business!

You can also visit us at 
The Glen Island Store on Lake George 

(518-644-3593)

All our salads are made fresh daily – we use only the finest ingredients.

Pizza now available to order — Call in Advance

Green Mountain Coffee by the  
cup or buy the preground ready  
to brew at home.

       4375 Lakeshore Drive         Diamond Point, NY 12824

COLD CUTS BY THE POUND, STEAKS/BURGERS, HOT & SWEET ITALIAN SAUSAGE

ALL OF OUR SALADS, SANDWICHES & PREPARED FOODS ARE 
MADE ON THE PREMISES USING THE FRESHEST & FINEST INGREDIENTS

Open 7am to 7pm Mon - Sat.    7am to 4 pm Sunday 

518-668-2042       Call to Order Ahead!

ITALIAN
FAMIGLIA’S

DELICATESSEN Rated 4.5 stars 
on Yelp!

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MIRROR 
subs@lakegeorgemirror.com

https://lawyers.findlaw.com/profile/view/1563234_1
https://www.facebook.com/The-Lone-Bull-204509366260331/
https://lakegeorgedeli.com
https://marioslakegeorge.com
http://famiglias-delicatessen.edan.io
mailto:subs@lakegeorgemirror.com
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Lake George Steamboat Co.  •  518-668-5777, ext. 204

Sightseeing Vessel “Mohican”
Passing Rogers Rock and Slide

Have your musket clean as a whistle, hatchet scoured,  
sixty rounds powder and ball, and be ready to march at a 
minute’s warning.   —Rogers’ Rangers Standing Order No. 2

The Helen Hughes Memorial 
Chapel at Silver Bay YMCA, which 
was dedicated on June 25, 1922, 
celebrated its centenary on Sunday, 
August 14.

Events included services, 
architectural tours and an organ 
concert in the chapel and a program 
in the auditorium that featured 
remarks by Silver Bay CEO Peter 
Doliber, Spiritual Life Director 
Garth Allen and Chaplain Bruce 
Tamlyn. 

The chapel is named in honor 
of Helen Hughes, the daughter of 
Charles Evans Hughes, the New 
York governor who went on to serve 
as Secretary of State and Chief 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.

As a student at Vassar College, 
from which she graduated in 1914, 
Hughes participated in college 
conferences at Silver Bay. 

No doubt, she was also familiar 
with Silver Bay as a summer 
resident of Lake George, 

Her father began spending his 
summers on Lake George as a 
college student, when he and fellow 
Brown University fraternity brothers 
camped on Huckleberry Island.

The family later rented houses on 
Lake George, including the Stebbins 
Cottage, now the club house of 
Cannon Point. 

According to Maury Thompson, 
the journalist who made a 
documentary about the life of 
Charles Evans Hughes, Helen 
became ill while attending a Vassar 
College reunion at Silver Bay, a 
victim of the influenza pandemic of 
1918.

She reportedly contracted the 
disease while working as a volunteer 
in Boston. 

Helen Hughes returned to her 
family’s Glens Falls home, where 
she died in 1920 after developing 
tuberculosis.

Delegates to the Silver Bay 
conferences that Helen Hughes had 
attended as a Vassar student were 
among those who supported the 

By Mirror Staff

Exterior and interior views of the Helen Hughes Memorial Chapel and Helen Hughes.

Silver Bay Celebrates Centenary of 
Helen Hughes Chapel

construction of a chapel in memory 
of Hughes, “an amazing person, who 
gave her life in selfless service to 
others,” according to Peter Doliber. 

Silver Bay’s leaders had 
encouraged Helen Hughes to become 
a YMCA organizer and executive, 
and according to Stu Campbell, 
the grandnephew of Helen Hughes, 
devotion to YMCA was among her 
life’s guiding principles.

“It's very appropriate that 
the Helen Hughes Chapel is on 
the grounds of Silver Bay,” said 
Campbell. 

Made from native granite and 
chestnut, the chapel’s design 
exhibits “a simplicity and organic 
beauty; its stone and wood are 
brought together in a remarkable 
way,” said Bruce Tamlyn.

Situated in the center of the 

campus, the chapel is also at the 
center of Silver Bay’s spiritual life, 
speakers said.   

“The inner self is affirmed here 
and prepared for application in other 
life’s venues,” said Phyllis DeSmit, 
a former chair of the Spiritual Life 
Committee. “Even if there is no 
one present that you have ever met 
before, the mutual purpose of being 
there is solace enough.”

The chapel is a constant for life’s 
touchstones: baptisms, weddings, 
memorial services,” said Bruce 
Tamlyn. 

“We think of all those who have 
come to the chapel in tears and 
sadness. We think of those who have 
come in joy and in celebration,” 
said Tamlyn, concluding that others 
would follow in their path for at 
least another century more.  

Adirondack 
Mountain Club

Conservation and Adirondack Park 
Agency.”

That case, finally decided in 
Protect’s favor in 2021, ruled 
that wilderness preservation 
took precedence over recreation, 
motorized recreation especially.

(Ostensibly, the constitutional 
question decided by the court was 
a narrow one: whether a proposed 
snowmobile trail through the 
Forest Preserve, which would have 
required the destruction of trees, 
violated Article XIV of the state 
Constitution. That clause famously 
states: “The lands of the state, 
now owned or hereafter acquired, 
constituting the Forest Preserve as 
now fixed by law, shall be forever 
kept as wild forest lands.”)

In defense of its support for the 
DEC, ADK stated that “The intent 
of the protected land was not to 
sequester it, but rather to preserve 
it for the people and the public’s 
enjoyment.”

This may have become ADK’s 
guiding philosophy over the past 
several decades, but as history 
shows, it was not always thus. 

from page 6

https://lakegeorgesteamboat.com/
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The Lake George region is truly 
blessed with a plethora of dining 
choices. To open a new venue, 
you must not only be creative, 
experienced and dedicated but 
appeal to the diversity of palates 
that live and visit in this great resort 
area.  

Enter two couples that fit each of 
these requirements and more, to a 
tee! The Gem has opened its doors 
in what was formerly the Sagamore 
Pub.

Named after one of our lake’s 
islands, owners Kirby and Kristan 
Keck Farmer and Richard and 
Patricia Boccato have opened a 

smoked meat lover’s dream. Throw 
in a classy, innovative drink menu, 
some great wines, a tent and a 
talented staff and you’ve really got 
a gem!

This place is strictly about meat, 
at least for now. Don’t come looking 
for crab cakes, a rib-eye or New 
England chowder.  It’s barbeque 
folks, and that’s it!  The owners are 
dedicated to getting this right, or 
better than right, before they expand 
their menu.

Both couples have diverse 
backgrounds in the restaurant 
business and have even brought 

Mr. Boccato’s Hundred Weight Ice 
Company to Bolton.  They cut 300 
lb. blocks into various sizes for their 
cocktails.

On a Thursday night in July, we 
found a line waiting outside on the 
sidewalk. We had a reservation and 
the manager Bob offered us our 
choice of inside or outside dining.  
Never “in” for me in season!

We walked past a couple playing 
cornhole and a youngster throwing a 
game of rubber darts on the way to 
a large tent covering an assortment 
of tables.  Adirondack chairs were 
arranged in a circle around a fire 
pit while Chef Kirby tended to a 
woodpile next to a huge Smithfield 
Pride smoker.  A smaller one is used 
to prepare his heritage ½ chicken.  
Here meats are dry-rubbed and later 
wrapped in butcher paper to protect 
the flavor and bark.

Under the tent hang ornate white 
chandeliers and Boston ferns.  
Cedars border the property next to 
“Little Gem,” the tiny liquor store 
also owned by the two couples.

Inside, you’ll find a long, very 
well stocked bar and an open 
dining room with about 40 seats.  
The atmosphere is uncluttered, a 
bit Adirondack with some antlers 
and natural wood. I detected some 

background music above the din 
of the crowd. The lake itself is 
prominent in the decor, represented 
in photos and murals.

Once seated, we were greeted 
by Molly, our waitress-to-be, with 
silver mugs of ice water and a slice 
of cucumber!  Nice touch.

The Gem’s menu is an 8 x 10 sheet 
while the beverage menu is at least 
six pages!  The Gem emphasizes 
that they carry and prepare a wide 
range of truly interesting and 
delicious craft cocktails, intended 
to be savoured. It appears they are 
attempting to build up their late-
night crowd with the outdoor firepit!

The dinner menu features 
sandwiches and meat platters of 
pulled pork, sliced brisket, St. Louis 
ribs, a ½ chicken as well as barbeque 
peel ’n eat shrimp. You can combine 

the meats with some beer brats. 
Sandwich offerings have a choice of 
one side dish, dinners two: coleslaw, 
Texas style sweet potatoes, pulled 
pork and beans and a Kansas City 
cheesy corn.

Molly took time to explain each 
item and dropped off a caddy of four 
sauces, describing each.  Offerings 
include an Alabama white, Texas 
BBQ, Georgia mustard and a spicy 
Carolina Cooper.  A nice touch for 
any smokehouse!

We decided to try the house 
margaritas as well as an Adelante 
Malbec for the Plant Lady.  The 
salted margaritas each came with 
one big ice cube that took 50% of 
the glass!

There are no appetizers prior to 
your meal. Everything comes out at 

TABLE
talkby

Blaze 
Marshall

The Gem
4983 Lake Shore Drive, 

Bolton Landing, 
(518)240-6083, open 

Sat. & Sun. 12pm - 11:30pm,
Wed. - Fri. 4pm - 11:30pm, 
closed Tuesdays, dine-in, 
indoor & outdoor dining, 

chef-owned, full bar, street 
parking, lawn games, 

reservations accepted via 
OpenTable, handicap access,

all major credit cards.

See TABLE TALK Page 16

https://morganmarinelg.com/
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Rock, bronze, steel, the detritus of 
industrialization, colors from nature 
and from art’s historical palette – 
these are the elements that, once, 
assembled, become a sculpture by 
John Van Alstine.

Or, rather, once transformed.
“Transformations,” appropriately 

enough, is the title of the 
comprehensive exhibition of Van 
Alstine’s scuplture, drawings and 
photographs on view at The Hyde 
Collection in Glens Falls through 
September 18. 

“Ara,” the Latin word for alter, 
pyre or sanctuary, appears frequently 
in Van Alstine’s titles, with good 
reason. The word’s transcendental 
penumbra is not something he 
takes lightly. In every piece (or at 
least in every piece he judges to be 
complete or successful), what Van 
Alstine calls “the art spirit” is at 
work, choreographing the disparate 
elements, forging a kind of magic, 
casting a never-to-be-broken spell.

How else could those heavy 
objects appear to be floating in air?

Surveying a 
Fifty-Year Career

“Transformations,” comprises 63 

pieces, including three sculptures 
installed on The Hyde’s lawns. 

“I love seeing the sculpture 
outdoors because it relates to the 
outdoors,” said Van Alstine. “But in 
the white cube of a gallery, where 
nature has been brought indoors, 
you’re in an environment where the 
sculpture is fully visible. It pops. 
Now you’re seeing it in a different 
context, within a frame, a frame not 
unlike the frame around a drawing, 
painting or photograph that signals, 
‘this is art.’” 

“Transformations” has a 
narrative, one that corresponds, at 
least roughly, to the course of Van 
Alstine’s fifty-year career.

That career began serendipitously 
enough at St. Lawrence University, 
where his undeclared major was 
skiing. 

Serendipity also played a role 
in steering Van Alstine away from 
carving abstract shapes from marble 
blocks “like everyone else in art 
school,” he says.

“At Cornell, a piece that I had 
just finished was set up on the 
carving table and as I stepped back 
to look at it, the piece fell to the floor 

By Anthony F. Hall

A: “Sisyphean Circle 7.” B: Van Alstine with “Bongo.” C: “Sisyphean 
Circle – The Long Arc of Covid Bends Toward Truth.” D: Van Alstine’s 
“Transformations” in The Hyde’s Wood Gallery. At center: “Doryphorus.”

John Van Alstine:
Portrait of the Artist at his Peak

“Transformations,” on view at The Hyde through Sept. 18, exhibits the full range of the sculptor’s powers

See VAN ALSTINE Page 17
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454 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518) 332-3467   www.studio-sweet.com

JONATHAN SWEET FURNITURE – CUSTOM CABINETRY – MORE ARTISANS

https://studio-sweet.com/
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The Sembrich.org             518.644.2431

Bolton Landing, NY

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 

Cover image: “Music and Passion” by Marlina Vera ©

Christopher Johnson in Concert

Fellswater

Pianist Christopher Johnson presents an 
exciting program of virtuosic reimaginings, 
including Rachmaninoff’s monumental 
Variations on a Theme by Corelli, a charming 
set of Beethoven variations, a dazzling 
transcription of Johann Strauss’ On the 
Beautiful Blue Danube, and Debussy’s 
delightful Children’s Corner Suite.

Boston’s dynamic Celtic music ensemble 
brings energy and excitement to works 
of Celtic heritage from Scotland, Ireland, 
Brittany, Galicia, and Canada. Hear a 
variety of instruments - fiddle, fife, guitar, 
whistle, border pipes, banjo, and Celtic harp.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20  7:30 PM  (indoors)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24  2:00 PM (outdoors)

Chris Coletti and Friends
Acclaimed trumpet player Chris Coletti 
closes the Promenade Series with works 
by Gershwin, Schumann, Boulanger, 
Akiho, and, highlighting Coletti’s “jazzy” 
side, the Harry James “concerto” that 
features some of the famous band 
leader’s notable trumpet solos.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31  7:30 PM (outdoors)

This project is made possible with funds from the Statewide Community Regrant 
Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support 
of the office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature and administered by the 
Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council.

Reimagining
Classicsthe

GraphicAcuity.com    troy@graphicacuity.com     518-260-1085

Proud to partner with Lake George Mirror.

and let us help you with 
creative marketing and 
expert graphic design.

RELAX!RELAX!This Summer,This Summer,

1937 24’ 
Gar Wood  

Utility for Sale
•  Restored by Gar Wood  
  Custom Boats

•  Award winning boat

•  West System Bottom

•  Powered by  
  Mercruiser V8 350 c.i.

•  Still has original   
  Chrysler Majestic

•  Comes with trailer  
  and mooring cover

Contact Mike @ 
Gar Wood Custom 
Boats for more 
information
.
518-494-2966 office

518-338-7809 mobile

The Lake George Association 
will sponsor a lake-wide Aquatic 
Invasive Species Monitoring 
Weekend starting this Friday and 
concluding Sunday.

Volunteers with motorboats, 
kayaks, or canoes will survey the 
lake for non-native plants such as 
Eurasian watermilfoil and hydrilla, 
as well as non-native mussels, snails 

and fish.
“This is part of the LGA’s multi-

faceted initiative to engage people 
who live near, or otherwise enjoy, 
the Lake to become Lake Protectors 
and play a direct role in sustaining 
water quality protection,” said LGA 
President Eric Siy. “Everyone has 
a role to play in keeping our Lake 
clear and clean.”

“Who better to protect the Lake 
than the people who live on its 
shores or spend time on the water?” 

said LGA Manager of Water 
Quality Research Brea Arvidson, 
who organized the effort. 

Boaters can still register at 
lakegeorgeassociation.org, where 
an interactive map will allow them 
to choose the specific area of the 
lake they would like to monitor 
from among the more than 100 
locations. 

Participants have been asked 
to document their findings using 
the Survey123 app or a hard copy 
survey form provided by the LGA. 

Most locations will take two to 
four hours to properly examine. 
Monitoring can take place any time 
on Friday, Saturday or Sunday, or 
across the entire weekend.

The new weekend monitoring 
program was developed to help 
identify any invasive species that 
may have escaped detection during 
mandatory boat inspections or have 
otherwise gone undetected in the 
water, the LGA stated.

Arvidson note that Lake George 
is home to one of the strongest 
aquatic invasive species prevention 
programs in the country, with 
trailered boats entering the Lake 
required to undergo inspections 
prior to launch.

Lake George is currently 
infested with six known aquatic 
invasive species: two aquatic 
plants, Eurasian watermilfoil 
and curly-leaf pondweed; three 
mollusks: Zebra mussel, Asian 
clam, and Chinese mystery snail; 
and one crustacean, Spiny water 
flea. 

Anyone with questions about the 
LGA’s Aquatic Invasive Species 
Monitoring Weekend is asked to 
email Brea Arvidson at BArvidson@
lakegeorgeassociation.org or 
Emily Boucher at EBoucher@
lakegeorgeassociation.org.

Lake George Boaters Monitoring 
Invasive Species this Weekend  

By Mirror Staff

Adirondack Creamery will host 
an ice cream social on August 19 
from 5 pm to 8 pm to benefit the 
Glen Lake Protection Fund and 
restoration projects at Glen Lake 
Park.  Adirondack Creamery 
has used its farm fresh flavors to 
bring people together to support 
Ukrainian and Syrian refugees as 
well as summer meal programs 
for children in poverty-stricken 
sections of Rochester. The company 
is now sharing its ice cream to 
support a community cause close 
to home in the Lake George region.

“There is nothing better than ice 
cream to bring people together to 
celebrate and recognize the value 
Glen Lake and the park provide to 
all members of our community,” 
says Adirondack Creamery owner 
and founder Paul Nasrani.  He adds 
“we hope to not only raise financial 
contributions but awareness of 
the need to protect and restore 
these two wonderful recreational 
locations”. 

Adirondack Creamery will 
feature a selection of flavors 
including familiar favorites as well 
as unique flavors such as Kulfi 
Pistachio Cardamom and Syrian 
Date and Walnut. The event will 
include family fun field games, and 
children are invited to share chalk 
art and paintings of their favorite 
activities or memories in the lake 
or on the playground.

The event is open to the public 
and all proceeds from the $5.00 
admission fee and any donations 
received benefit the Glen Lake 
Protection Fund and restoration 
projects at Glen Lake Park.

ADK Creamery 
hosts Ice Cream 
Field Day Benefit

https://huddlebaywineandspirits.com
https://www.graphicacuity.com
https://www.lakegeorgeboating.com
https://www.thesembrich.org
mailto:contactmike@garwoodcustomboats.com
http://www.lakegeorgebakingcompany.com
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Learn more at LGLC.org

The LGLC, with its supporters
and partners, has protected

more than 12,000 acres of
forests, ponds and streams

that protect Lake George
permanently.

Protected, 
forever.

LG’s Tom Ryan at Lapham Gallery, Glens Falls
Tom Ryan, whose Lake George Watercolors 

illustrate “Stewards of the Water,” the new collection 
of profiles of people and organizations committed 
to the lasting protection of Lake George, is featured 
in a new, two-artist show at the Lower Regional 

Adirondack Council’s Lapham Gallery in downtown 
Glens Falls. The exhibition, titled “In the Wind,” opens 
August 19 and remains on view through September 21. 
(Above: Ryan’s watercolor of the Sagamore Bridge in 
Bolton Landing.)

Boating Safety Has Improved, Resulting 
in Fewer Incidents and Fatalities

 Emmons said the U.S. Coast 
Guard data shows the overwhelming 
majority of fatalities occurred on 
boats where the operator had not 
received boating safety instruction. 

Where boating safety instruction 
was known, 75% of fatalities 
occurred on boats in which the 
operator did not receive boating 
safety instruction. Only 16% of 
fatalities occurred on vessels 
where the operator had received a 
nationally approved boating safety 
education certificate.

“The importance of boating 
safety and education is clearly 
validated by this year’s report,” said 
Emmons. “It has a real impact when 
it comes to reducing incidents and 
fatalities.” 

from page 3
 A few more key insights: 81% 

of fatal boating incident victims 
drowned. Of those drowning 
victims with reported life jacket 
usage, 83% were not wearing a 
life jacket. In addition, the report 
identified alcohol as the leading 
known contributing factor in fatal 
boating incidents and the leading 
factor in 16% of deaths. 

“Boating is one of the safest 
forms of recreation out there, but 
the data reconfirms to me that 
deaths associated with not wearing 
a life jacket and alcohol are among 
the most preventable,” said Paul 
Barnard, Recreational Boating 
Safety Program Specialist, U.S. 
Coast Guard Eighth District. “It 
gives us a great sense of urgency to 
educate boaters and give them the 
knowledge and skills they need to 

stay safe.”
 Operator inattention, operator 

inexperience, improper lookout, 
machinery failure, and excessive 
speed ranked as the top five primary 
contributing factors in all incidents. 
Where data was known, the vessel 
types with the highest percentage of 
deaths were open motorboats (44%), 
kayaks (15%), and pontoons (15%).

As of 2022, every New York 
State resident born after Jan. 1, 
1988 must complete a safety course.  
Those born on or after Jan. 1, 1983 
must complete a safety course no 
later than 2023. Those born on or 
after Jan. 1, 1978 must complete a 
safety course in 2024.

By 2025, all operators of power 
boats in New York State will be 
required to have passed a boating 
safety course or face a possible fine.

The Lake George Land 
Conservancy will hold its annual 
Meeting and Block Party at the 
Up Yonda Farm Environmental 
Education Center in Bolton 
Landing on August 20.

According to a press release 
from LGLC, the event, which 
starts at 11 am, is free and family-
friendly, with games and activities 
for both kids and adults.

The event will also feature live 
music by High Peaks Bluegrass, 
and games and host The Tres Mijas 
food truck.

Interactive booths include 
wildlife rehabilitator and educator 
Nancy Kimball with her raptors and 
the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 
which will present information 
about invasives and forestry. 

Up Yonda Farm’s facility has a 
large picnic pavilion and extensive 
grounds for exploring. Exhibits 
include a butterfly house, children’s 
nature museum, pond exploration, 
and hiking trails, the press release 
stated. 

At 11:30 am, the LGLC will 
hold its annual meeting outside 
the Up Yonda’s auditorium (in 
the case of rain the meeting will 
move indoors). Staff and Directors 
will present briefings on the 
LGLC’s past conservation efforts 
and plans for the year ahead, as 
well as stewardship, events and 
outreach, and our financial report 
for the 2022 fiscal year. During this 
portion of the event the LGLC will 
also present its Volunteer of the 
Year award.

A guided hike on Up Yonda’s 
trail to its panoramic Lake George 
overlook will start at 1 pm.

Aug 20: LGLC at 
Up Yonda Farm 

By Mirror Staff

https://www.ticonderogaarts.org
https://www.prospectmountaindiner.com
https://www.lglc.org
https://adkbrewery.com
https://www.northernlakegeorge.com/
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CLOTHES
SHOES 
GIFTS
KIDS

and more!

4963 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 

BOLTON LANDING, NY 12814

WWW.HAPPYJACKSHOPS.COM

518.644.2424

Fridays: 9 to 2

BOLTON LANDING
FARMERS MARKET
5 Cross St. Behind Town Hall
BoltonLandingFarmersMarket.com

Jim’s Daylilies
325 Varieties   

Free Lilies with Visit   
Excellent Pricing  

2213 NYS RT 74, Ticonderoga NY  518-503-5065

H I S T O R I C  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

Restoring heirlooms.

518.623.5050

/tumblehomeboatshop

www.tumblehomeboats.com

Fine Wooden Boat Building & Restoration  •   Route 28, Warrensburg

Table TalkPianist Christopher Johnson at The Sembrich
once; Molly offered that it wouldn’t 
take very long.

Sure enough, easily within ten 
minutes, we were delving into some 
delicious barbeque on metal platters 
lined with butcher paper.

Mr. Music’s platter was full of 
long slabs of beef brisket, some tart 
pickles and pickled red onions, the 
beef fork tender.  He drizzled a bit of 
the Alabama white sauce and kicked 
it up a notch with horseradish. He 
raved about his side of baked beans, 
spicy and loaded with bits of brisket 
bark.

Plant Lady simply had a pulled 
pork sandwich with Gem’s version 
of Texas potato salad with crunchy 
celery and pickle bits! 

Yours Truly passed on my favorite 
½ chicken for a generous bowl of 
peel and eat barbeque shrimp. Over 
a dozen, well cleaned, with a spicy 
sauce that brought back memories 
of Pascal Manale’s in New Orleans!  
Messy, zesty and fresh, and worth 
the spot you may get on your shirt 
and the delicate peeling to enjoy!

I chose sides of great, crunchy 
fine sliced coleslaw and the Kansas 
City corn. off-the-cob fresh kernels 
with a creamy sauce of lime, cream 
cheese, sour cream and sprinkled 
paprika.  A delicious alternative to 
the usual corn-on-the-cob. 

I also managed to down an ice-
cold glass of pilsner from Paradox 
Brewing Company in North Hudson.

Patty teamed up with Molly on 
the outside tables and recommended 
we try a sticky toffee pudding for 
dessert.

This spongy, chocolate pudding 
comes with vanilla ice cream and not 
only presents well but is absolutely 
delightful.

We paired the dessert with four 
tiny glasses of a cocktail from long 
ago called a “Grasshopper,” made 
with cream, creme de menthe and 
white creme de cacao. A perfect 
sweet after dinner drink.

The Gem is not for those not 
willing to enjoy spices, good 
smoked meats and a limited menu. 
We admire The Gem’s decision to 
later expand their choices while 
right now, focusing on getting their 
specialty just right.  And they have!

Molly is a perfect complement 
to The Gem, delivering friendly and 
knowledgeable service throughout 
the evening.

Yes, The Gem is named after one 
of our many islands on our most 
beautiful lake.  This gem also is one 
of a kind and stands out among our 
diverse regional offerings.  

from page 12Pianist Christopher Johnson 
returns to The Sembrrich to present 
an exciting program of virtuosic 
reimaginings of monumental works 
on August 20 at 7:30 pm. The 
evening will feature masterworks 
including Rachmaninoff’s 
monumental Variations on a Theme 
by Corelli, Op. 42, Beethoven’s 
charming 6 Variations on 'Nel 
cor piu non mi sento,’ Debussy’s 
delightful Children’s Corner Suite, 
and the dazzling transcription by 
Schulze-Evler of Johann Strauss’ 
On the Beautiful Blue Danube. 

“We are thrilled to have 
Christopher Johnson return to The 
Sembrich,” says Artistic Director 
Richard Wargo. “Many members 
of The Sembrich audience may 

recognize him from his numerous 
performances here in The Sembrich 
Studio. As part of our Masterwork 
Series, this performance promises 
several monumental classics 
reimagined for the piano and 
performed by this true virtuoso.”

Christopher Johnson, whose 
career has taken him throughout 
the United States, Canada, Central 
and South America, and Europe 
has appeared at the Sembrich over 
a dozen times, even providing 
memorable online performances 
for The Sembrich audience of 
Beethoven’s Sonata Op. 31, No. 3 
and his Appassionata and Pastorale 
sonatas during the pandemic.

Johnson received his BM in 1996 
from the Juilliard School, where 

he studied with Abbey Simon and 
assisted David Dubal. Pursuing his 

studies at the Manhattan School of 
Music, he received his MM in 1998 
and his DMA in 2003. He has served 
on the piano faculty of the United 
Nations International School for 
3 years in New York City, and has 
been teaching privately for the past 
16 years, hosting annual student 
recitals at Steinway Hall in New 
York City. 

Tickets are $40 and can be 
purchased online at TheSembrich.
org/festival or by calling (518) 644-
2431. 

The Sembrich is located at 4800 
Lake Shore Drive, Bolton Landing, 
NY 12814.

For more information, visit 
www.TheSembrich.org or contact 
us at (518) 644-2431 or Office@
TheSembrich.org

ADVERTISE IN THE MIRROR  | ads@lakegeorgemirror.com

https://www.blackburngallery.com
https://www.tumblehomeboats.com
https://happyjackshops.com
https://jimsdaylilies.com
https://boltonlandingfarmersmarket.com
mailto:ads@lakegeorgemirror.com
https://the-new-hague-marketllc.square.site
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and broke. I took two of the pieces, 
put them together, placing them 
in tension with one another. That 
was the hinge moment,” said Van 
Alstine.

He continues, “I began using 
stone in a way different from other 
sculptors: as found objects, to be 
assembled within a new context. I 
never went back to carving.”

return to  
the adirondacks

Van Alstine grew up in the 
foothills of the Adirondacks, 
and a career that included stints 
teaching out west and life in urban 
areas, chosen for their proximity 
to galleries, patrons and curators, 
ultimately brought him back to the 
Adirondacks.

(Van Alstine’s career is 
documented in “John Van 
Alstine: Sculpture 1971-2018,” 
published in 2019. The opening of 
“Transformations” was scheduled 
to coincide with the release of the 
book. Because of COVID-19, the 
exhibition was postponed until 2022. 
The book, however, “still goes with 
the exhibition,” says Van Alstine, 
and is available for purchase at The 
Hyde.)

A 1985 fellowship at Yaddo, the 
arts colony in Saratoga Springs, 
opened him to the gravitational pull 
that the Adirondacks still exercised 

from page 13 upon his spirit, and he and his wife, 
the sculptor Caroline Ramersdorfer, 
found just the right place in the 
Hamilton County town of Wells.

There, they purchased and 
renovated an old lumber yard, 
turning its nine acres into a 
compound of living and work 
spaces. 

The Sculptor 
as sisyphus

Four of the 63 pieces in 
“Transformations” refer to the myth 
of Sisyphus, the King of Corinth 
who, for various misdeeds, was 
condemned in Hades to roll to the 
top of the hill a large stone, which, 
when it reached the summit, rolled 
down again, so that his punishment 
was eternal.

“I've made more than a hundred 
“Sisyphus” sculptures; the series is 
a self-portrait,” said Van Alstine. 
“Like Sisyphus pushing the stone to 
the top of the mountain, I'm literally 
moving stone. Metaphorically, I’m 
pushing my art to a creative peak. 
But once a sculpture is finished and 
I come back down, I start over. I 
never stop. But Albert Camus wrote, 
you should imagine Sisyphus as 
happy. It’s not punishment. It’s just 
the creative process.”

John Van Alstine: Portrait of the Artist at his Peak

A: John Van Alstine at his studio in Wells, NY. B. Kylos. C: Ara 1.

A

C

B

The hyde collecton

The Hyde Collection, which 
is located at 161 Warren Street in 
downtown Glens Falls, is open 
Thursday through Monday, 10 am-5 
pm, through September 5. Open 
Thursday through Sunday thereafter. 
For information, call 518-782-1761.

The Fort William Henry Museum 
will present an interactive viewing 
of Last of the Mohicans (1992), 
starring Daniel Day Lewis, on 
Friday, August 26; doors open at 
7pm and the movie begins at sunset.

While guests watch the movie 
under the stars, reenactors will 
bring the film to life – attacks on the 
English troops, musket fire and the 
roar of the cannon will put you in 
the heart of the action.

Bring a folding chair and dress for 
a cool evening. Rain date is August 
27th. Tickets may be purchased 
at https://www.fwhmuseum.com/
events.

Last of the Mohicans: 
Interactive Movie 

Screening at 
FWH Museum

https://www.facebook.com/North-Country-Eatery-104534754620984/
https://www.sherwoodgroupny.com
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The Discovery Series is supported by

And organized by the Lake George Land Conservancy 
and Up Yonda Farm Environmental Education Center

518-644-9673  |  LGLC.org  |  events@lglc.org

Three seasons of nature discovery in Bolton! 
Programs are free and for learners of all ages.

Visit LGLC.org/discovery-series for 
descriptions plus link to registration:

Friday, August 19: Critters of all Sizes
9 – 11 am @ Godwin Preserve (1.6 mile rt)

Friday, August 26: Adirondack Geology
8:30 – 10:30 am @ The Pinnacle Preserve (3 miles rt)

Saturday, September 3: Becoming a Naturalist — 
Exploring with a Nature Journal
8:30 – 9:30 am @ Cat Mountain (½ mile rt)

Saturday, September 17: Watersheds
9 – 11 am @ Amy’s Park (1.4 miles rt)

Saturday, October 8: Falling into Winter
9 – 11 am @ Godwin Preserve (1.6 mile rt)

Saturday, October 15: Changing Trees
9 – 10:30 am @ The Pinnacle Preserve (1.5 miles rt)

The Discovery Series is supported by

And organized by the Lake George Land Conservancy 
and Up Yonda Farm Environmental Education Center

518-644-9673  |  LGLC.org  |  events@lglc.org

Three seasons of nature discovery in Bolton! 
Programs are free and for learners of all ages.

Visit LGLC.org/discovery-series for 
descriptions plus link to registration:

Friday, August 19: Critters of all Sizes
9 – 11 am @ Godwin Preserve (1.6 mile rt)

Friday, August 26: Adirondack Geology
8:30 – 10:30 am @ The Pinnacle Preserve (3 miles rt)

Saturday, September 3: Becoming a Naturalist — 
Exploring with a Nature Journal
8:30 – 9:30 am @ Cat Mountain (½ mile rt)

Saturday, September 17: Watersheds
9 – 11 am @ Amy’s Park (1.4 miles rt)

Saturday, October 8: Falling into Winter
9 – 11 am @ Godwin Preserve (1.6 mile rt)

Saturday, October 15: Changing Trees
9 – 10:30 am @ The Pinnacle Preserve (1.5 miles rt)

The Millionaires and the Ministers 

was even more controversial in 
Brooklyn.

In 1949, the Bishop of the Diocese 
of Long Island and the Church of the 
Holy Trinity’s lay governing board, 
or vestry, sought to oust him from 
his post, largely because he refused 
to fire the assistant rector, who also 
happened to be his son, the Rev. W. 
Howard Melish. 

Howard Melish was chairman of 
the National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, a target of 
Senator Joseph P. McCarthy's anti-
Communist campaign. In 1948, the 
U.S, Attorney General labeled the 
group a subversive organization, 
which led the Bishop and the vestry 
to urge the elder Melish to dismiss 
his son. They had ruled "that certain 
of the Assistant Rector’s outside 
activities” (i.e. the subversive ones) 
“were detrimental to the interests of 
Holy Trinity Church." 

(In addition to chairing the 
National Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, Howard Melish 
helped playwright Arthur Miller 
purchase a home for W.E.B. Dubois 
in Brooklyn Heights, making 
DuBois the first African-American 
to reside in the neighborhood, and 
associating with Paul Robeson.)

“Not since the last century, when 
Henry Ward Beecher kissed Mrs. 
Tilton, has fashionable Brooklyn 
Heights had a clergyman as 
controversial as the Rev. William 
Howard Melish,” Time magazine 

from page 5
reported. 

Parishioners came to the 
defense of Rev. Melish and his 
son, impeaching the conservative 
vestry.

As the dispute moved to the 
courts, the elder Melish publicly 
defended himself, stating, “In 
these days when the preservation 
of religious liberty and freedom 
of speech are as important to our 
democracy as at any time in the 
history of our nation, this invasion 
of the rights of a congregation 
and of its ministers raises an issue 
which the church must face.”

While the courts defended the 
right of the Bishop to remove 
Melish from his post, they allowed 
him to remain in the elegant rectory 
on Pierrepont Street.

In his last sermon, delivered in 
1952 at the age of 78, Rev. Melish 
stated, “Every forward movement 
in history begins with the spirit of 
revolt in man.”  

The Reverend J. Howard Melish 
died in the rectory in 1959. 

The diocese was finally able to 
rid itself of the younger Melish by 
closing the church and abolishing 
the parish altogether. The church 
reopened in 1969 and the parish 
was reconstituted as the Church 
of Saint Ann and the Holy Trinity 
– the church that I knew. Howard 
Melish was invited to return to his 
home parish as the assisting priest.

 “I never considered the dispute 
a personal one,” Howard Melish 
told the New York Times. “It was 
a wild, hysterical period, when the 

Cold War started. Now we’ve come 
full circle.”

Before George Peabody’s death 
in 1938, he and Melish the elder 
“found themselves akin on social 
issues, and spent many hours 
discussing problems of the day,” 
according to Peabody’s biographer. 

Melish was known as one of the 
country’s leading liberal ministers 
and advocated an active role for the 
church in social affairs, supporting 
labor unions, welfare for the aged 
and the indigent, civil rights and 
public housing. 

Perhaps Peabody would have 
supported Melish in his fight with 
the vestry and his bishop. 

Despite the fact that Peabody 
was among the foremost capitalists 
of the era, he was also a liberal, 
both a prominent Democrat and a 
committed democrat.  

He paid for Shepard Park and 
played a prominent role in creating 
Wiawaka and preserving Prospect 
Mountain, Hearthstone Park and 
Diamond Island, all for the use 
of the public. In fact, Peabody did 
more to ensure the average citizen’s 
enjoyment of Lake George than any 
other single individual. 

In recognition of those efforts, 
John Apperson and some others 
purchased French Point, the land 
at the base of Tongue Mountain 
which was once the site of General 
Electric’s retreat for its workers, 
and donated the land to the Forest 
Preserve in memory of Peabody. 

It is an affirmation of another 
interest shared by Peabody and 
Melish – the preservation of the 
natural beauty of Lake George. 

Grappling for 
Outboard Motors 
Lost Overboard

1928:

It’s debatable as to when the 
first outboard motors for boats 
first appeared in America.  Some 
motorboat historians cite the year 
1896, when a Long Island business 
named the American Motor 
Company produced 25 portable, 
gasoline-powered boat motors.  
In 1906, Cameron B. Waterman 
manufactured for sale an air-cooled, 
gasoline-powered outboard motor.  
However, in 1908, it was Evinrude 
that fashioned the first outboard 
motors that clamped onto the stern 
of boats.  Yet, in 1928, two decades 
after the Evinrude introduction, 
some outboard motors on Lake 

George boats dropped overboard 
sinking into the “Queen of American 
Lakes.”

By Joseph W. Zarzynski 
SPECIAL TO THE LAKE GEORGE MIRROR

It was the “Roaring Twenties,” 
a period characterized by many 
people exhibiting a “less-inhibited 

lifestyle.”  For some, motoring 
around Lake George in swift 
and loud boats was becoming a 
popular amusement.  So, it was 
not surprising there would be some 
mishaps.

The August 12, 1928 Brooklyn 
Eagle Daily newspaper reported 
on the numerous recreational 
diversions for summer guests at 
Lake George, including riding 
in lively outboard motorboats.  
The traditional wooden rowboat 
powered with a single-cylindered 
outboard motor had given way to 
an engine of two or four cylinders.  
The design of vessels that received 
these outboard motors was 
characterized by a light and speedy 
craft.    

The Brooklyn newspaper 
disclosed that over the summer of 
1928, “one of the favorite pastimes” 
at Lake George was “searching for 
motors lost overboard.”  According 
to the Brooklyn Eagle Daily 
correspondent, several outboard 
motors that were clamped onto 
vessels fell into the lake and “four 
in the past week.”    

The First Annual Regatta 
of the Lake George Chamber 
of Commerce was held at the 
head of the lake on August 2, 
1928.  Thousands of enthusiastic 
onlookers lined the shore to view a 
series of highly contested outboard 
motorboat races.  It featured 
competition under the rules of 
the National Outboard Racing 
Association.  

During the Class C outboard 
motor race at a six-mile distance, 
the craft El Cicado [sic-El Cicada] 
“lost its motor in the lake.”  The 
vessel was owned by Hilton Frasier 
of Diamond Point, but it was 
piloted by another person during 
this event.  The motor dropped 
into the lake during a quick turn.  
It was not reported by the press if 
the outboard had been successfully 
retrieved from the lake bottom.

The year 1928 predated the 
use of scuba at Lake George by a 
quarter-of-a-century.  So, grappling 
irons (aka grappling hooks) were 
employed attempting to snag and 
recover any outboard engine lost 
off a motorboat. 

This grappling iron, in Fort William Henry Museum, was lost in the lake 
and later retrieved by scuba divers.  Possibly it dates to 1758 when British 
soldiers sank 260 military vessels in Lake George for safe-keeping and then 
in 1759 raised over 200 sunken vessels.  Or it may date to 1928, when several 
outboard motors fell off motorboats and were searched for by grappling. 
Photo: Egan Johnson. 

https://lglc.org/discovery-series/
http://www.finishingtouchesflowers.com
http://www.blackbassantiques.com
https://antiques-market-place.com
https://www.facebook.com/Doug-Wholeys-Excavating-439453260105/
mailto:ads@lakegeorgemirror.com
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visit our mobile-friendly website for:
all mls listings*download our app*search by interactive map*virtual tours*vacation rental*1,000s 

of photos*request a showing*land*new construction*condos/townhouses/camps/seasonal 
cottages*commercial properties*investment properties*other waterfront

TO VIEW OUR OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE, 
NEW LISTINGS, AND OUR EXCELLENT 
SELECTION OF PROPERTIES FOR SALE 
OR RENT, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.davies-davies.com

WOW! Rare opportunity to own the 
busiest bar/restaurant in the area. 
The Lake George Beach Club, located 
next to Shepards Park! Incredible 
foot traffic, 56’ Lake Frontage, (2) 
70’docks, for up to 8 boats. Waterfront, 
docks, 2 story bar/restaurant, dance 
floor, sound booth, and lighting 
system. Dining indoors or out with 
view of Lake George. $6,500,000 
mls#202212289

SPECTACULAR PRIVACY! 
Direct Lakefront w/310’ of shoreline 
& Western sunsets. Vintage, yr-
round knotty pine 2-3BR cottage, 
family room w/stone FP. Enclosed 
porch, Views of Lake George. 
Attached garage. U-shaped crib 
dock w/sundeck. Level area & 
a circular driveway w/parking. 
$3,500,000 mls#202215713

G R E AT  L O C AT I O N  & 
R E N TA L  I N C O M E 

with this triplex home viewing 
Dunhams Bay on Lake George. Three 
two bedroom apartments. Nice deck 
outside and enclosed front porch with 
lake view. Attached garage underneath 
with a gym room, plus a detached 
two car garage.  Convenient location. 
$1,149,000 mls#202213460

BOLTON 19 Acre RETREAT! 
Impressive sunrise views East across 
Lake George. Private 4BR,3Bath Adk 
home. Wood floors & open floor plan 
w/ large kitchen w/new SS appliances. 
Deck off kitchen. Two wood stoves, 
forced hot air propane & central air. 
Great location for hiking & shopping. 
$840,000 MLS#202030442

CHARMING LOG CABIN 
Offers peaceful escape. Close to beach. 
Mahogany entry door, Large fieldstone 
fireplace, open floor plan & vaulted ceiling. 
Kitchen has white-oak cabinets, huge SS 
sink, and Bosch convection oven. Upstairs 
loft. Floating staircase to lower-level. View 
fireworks from deck. Fire-pit & garden 
space. Carport. $529,000 mls#202221593

LINCOLN LOG 3BR home on a quiet 
road. Furnished. Peaceful w/seasonal 
babbling brook at rear of property! 
Walking distance to Lake George 
beaches, shopping, restaurants, 
entertainment & hiking trails. 
Remodeled bath. Custom kitchen, 
woodstove & HW floors thru-out. 
Parking for 4 cars plus boat! Large 
wrap around deck & firepit. $442,000 
mls#202222742

CAPE COD STYLE 
Well-maintained 3BR,1½BA 
home w/HW floors, Living room, 
eat-in kitchen, family room, 1st 
FL BR & bath. 2BRs on 2nd FL 
& half bath. Attached garage w/
paved drive. Front screen porch & 
backyard patio & fireplace. Large 
yard. $249,000 mls#202221347

Let Fish Brothers Build Your Dream Boat
for a Life Changing Experience

Builders of classic  
mahogany runabouts

Wood boat restoration 

Sales: 518.798.4769

See it through.
The Adirondacks have called to you. 

Our law firm clears the view and 
shortens the gap between making 
an offer and making a life.

At
to

rn
ey

 a
dv

er
tis

in
g

Real Estate, Title Research, 
Land Use, Estate Planning

518-668-2199 |  meyerfuller.com

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MIRROR subs@lakegeorgemirror.com

https://www.meyerfuller.com
https://www.davies-davies.com
mailto:subs@lakegeorgemirror.com
https://fishcustomboats.com
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HOSPITALITY
+ RESORT

CUSTOM
RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL
+ MULTI-USE

ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

518.587.7120 
phinneydesign.com
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We Protect Lake George, Together.

Join the team that  
protects Lake George
Development Manager
The Lake George Association is looking for an energetic, collaborative, and 
flexible individual with a passion for the Lake to serve as Development 
Manager with an essential role in supporting all of the annual fundraising 
initiatives for our private, nonprofit science-guided advocacy organization.  
Working in partnership with the Development Director, the Development 
Manager is responsible for donor recruitment and retention and will also 
support the LGA’s special events, appeals, stewardship programs, and 
donor cultivation opportunities. 

If you would like to join our team dedicated to protecting the water 
quality of Lake George as a world-class natural resource, please visit 
lakegeorgeassociation.org/about/jobs for more details and how to apply. 

HIGH QUALITY 
TREE REMOVAL SERVICES

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1982

LAKE GEORGE
PHONE: 518-792-2225

SARATOGA
PHONE: 518-587-0333

Built with Credibility! 
Bonded & Fully Insured 

It Cost No More To Have The Best!

WWW.ADIRONDACKTREESURGEONS.COM

M O S T  T R U S T E D  F O R  T R E E  R E M O VA L

55 Ton and 150 FT Boom!
We specialize in large and 
dangerous tree removal.

“We own  and operate the largest crane in the tree industry”

https://www.phinneydesign.com
https://www.adirondacktreesurgeons.com
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/



